
Applegate Valley
Wine Country Guide

Faith's Guide to Southern Oregon Wine Country

Welcome to one of Oregon's most charming wine destinations. The Applegate Valley isn't just about
wine—it's about lifestyle, community, and the good life. Whether you're visiting for a day or considering
a move to wine country, this guide will help you experience the best of the Applegate.
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The Applegate Valley
The Applegate Valley American Viticultural Area (AVA) stretches along the Applegate River in
Southern Oregon, about 40 minutes from Medford and 90 minutes from the Oregon Coast. It's a hidden
gem.

What Makes It Special:

Ideal Microclimate: High elevation (2,000-3,000 feet) means cool nights and warm days—perfect for
complex wine. The Applegate River creates breezes that cool the valley in evening.

Family-Owned Wineries: Unlike Napa's corporate wineries, Applegate is family operations. You'll
meet the winemakers themselves. It's personal and intimate.

Biodynamic & Organic Focus: The valley is a leader in sustainable viticulture. Many wineries practice
biodynamic farming, organic methods, and minimal intervention winemaking.

Terroir-Driven Wines: The unique geology—volcanic soils, elevation, and climate—produces
distinctive wines. Tempranillo thrives here like nowhere else in the U.S.

Varietals to Know:

Tempranillo: Spain's signature grape. Applegate Tempranillos are rich, peppery, age-worthy. Try
them!

Syrah: Spicy, elegant, medium-bodied. Thrives in Applegate's cool evenings.

Chardonnay: Crisp, mineral, elegant. The valley's cool climate produces refined Chardonnay.

Vermentino: Italian white, crisp and mineral. Perfect for summer sipping on the wine trail.

Merlot & Cabernet Sauvignon: Classic blending grapes. Often part of Applegate's excellent blends.



Faith's Favorite Wineries
I've visited every winery in the Applegate. Here are my personal recommendations:

Troon Vineyard: Named American Winery of the Year multiple times. Stunning estate with views,
biodynamic practices, and impeccable wines. Their Tempranillo and Syrah are exceptional. Tasting
room is beautiful; plan 2 hours.

Wooldridge Creek: Wine + artisan cheese = magic. Their small-batch wines pair perfectly with their
cheese selections. The experience is intimate and delicious. Owner-operated, wonderfully personal.

Red Lily Vineyards: Tucked into the hills with gorgeous views. Excellent Tempranillo and Merlot.
Intimate tasting room, knowledgeable staff. Try their rosé in summer.

Schmidt Family Vineyards: Multi-generational family operation. Warm, welcoming atmosphere. Great
for groups. Their Chardonnay and Cabernet are solid, and prices are reasonable.

Cowhorn Vineyard & Garden: Biodynamic certified. Farm-to-table restaurant on-site with herbs and
vegetables from their garden. The whole experience is farm-to-glass-to-table. Worth the visit!

Apricity Vineyard: Smaller, gem-like winery. Excellent Syrah and blends. More affordable prices,
authentic experience. Less crowded than bigger names.



A Perfect Applegate Day
Here's a suggested itinerary for a full day in wine country:

9:00 AM - Farmers Market or Farm Visit: Start at Pennington Farms (seasonal) or a local farmers
market. Pick up fresh fruit, vegetables, artisan goods, and chat with farmers. This is where the valley's
soul lives.

11:00 AM - Coffee & Local Vibe: Stop at a local coffee shop in Jacksonville or the Applegate area.
Get to know the community. Locals gather here.

12:30 PM - Lunch: Head to Applegate Store & Cafe for sandwiches, local products, and small-town
charm. Or pack a picnic with your farmers market finds.

2:00 PM - Wine Tasting Begins: Visit 3-4 wineries. Plan ~45 minutes per winery (tasting +
conversation). Drink water between tastings! Pace yourself. Start with white wines, move to reds.

5:30 PM - Sunset Picnic: End your day at a scenic vista with cheese, bread, and wine. Watch the light
change over the Applegate Valley. This is magic.

7:00 PM - Dinner: Return to town for dinner at a local restaurant. Many feature local wine and
seasonal menus.

Pro Tip: Designate a driver or use a local wine tour service. Safety first, wine second!



Living in Wine Country
Many visitors fall in love with the Applegate and dream of living here. Let's talk about the reality:

What It's Like:

Slower Pace: Rural living means less rush. Stores close earlier, traffic is minimal, nature is abundant.
It's peaceful and restorative.

Strong Community: The wine community is tight-knit. Events, wine festivals, and shared values
create genuine community bonds.

Nature All Around: Your backyard has views. You hear rivers, birds, crickets. Darkness at night (low
light pollution). Stars everywhere.

Simple Elegance: There's a quality-of-life richness here: good wine, good food, good people, natural
beauty. Money can't buy this feeling.

Property Types & Prices:

Property Type Median Price Details

Hobby Farm (5-20 acres) $500,000-700,000 Your own vineyard or orchard potential

Vineyard Parcel $600,000-1,200,000 Income-producing or personal use

Creek-Frontage $450,000-650,000 Scenic with water rights

Residential Home $400,000-550,000 Smaller acreage, rural feel

Historic Cottage $350,000-500,000 Charming, smaller, community-oriented

Trade-Offs to Consider:

Well Water & Septic: Most rural properties use wells and septic. Annual maintenance required. Good
news: water quality is typically excellent.

Satellite Internet: Broadband internet can be limited. If you work remotely, confirm DSL or cable is
available. Satellite is improving but has lag and data caps.

Distance to Medford: About 25 minutes to Medford for shopping/services. Not remote, but you'll drive.
Plan accordingly.

Seasonal Road Closures: Rare winter snow can close high elevation roads. It usually melts within
days, but it happens.

No City Services: Trash collection, emergency services, utilities are more limited. Plan to be
somewhat self-reliant.



Plan Your Visit

Best Times to Visit:

June-September: Perfect weather. Wine trails in full swing. Outdoor events. Farmers markets
abundant. This is peak season.

April-May (Spring): Wildflowers blooming, pleasant weather, fewer crowds. Wines are still young and
fresh. Beautiful time.

October-November: Harvest season! You can participate in winery activities. Fall colors are gorgeous.
Weather turning cool.

December-February: Quiet, rainy season. Fewer tourists. Intimate winery experiences. This is the real
Applegate.

Local Events & Festivals:

Applegate Wine Trail Passport Program, Thanksgiving on the Farm, Summer Concerts in the
Vineyards, Britt Music Festival, Oregon Shakespeare Festival (nearby Ashland)—there's always
something happening!

Resources:

Applegate Valley Wine Trail (applegatevalleywinetrail.com), Southern Oregon Visitors Association,
Local chamber of commerce websites, Wineries websites (most have hours, tasting fees, and event
info online).

Thinking About Wine Country?

If this guide has sparked your interest in owning your own piece of Applegate Valley wine country, I'd
love to help you explore properties. Whether you're looking for a cozy cottage, a hobby farm, or a

vineyard investment, I know the market intimately and have connections throughout the wine
community. Let's find the right property for your wine country dream.

Phone: (541) 899-9013

Email: Faith@RogueLife.RE



Office: RogueLife Group at Expert Properties, Jacksonville, OR

Website: roguelife.re

Here's to good wine, good friends, and good living in the Applegate Valley.


